


WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

Indiana’s livestock farms depend on the land, so protecting it is just as important 
to them as it is to you.

It’s not just their place of business, it’s their home, and the spaces that surround 
it are their communities. That means that caring for both is an investment they 
can’t afford not to make.

So, here’s the lay of the land: Indiana has lots of fields that produce corn and 
soybeans that then get fed to lots of livestock. The result is lots of meat, milk 
and eggs but in between that there’s a lot of “output.” You might call it waste, 
but to a farmer, livestock manure is a precious resource.

Before manure is applied, farmers 
determine how much to apply. 

First, the manure is analyzed for the 
amount of N, P and K. Next, the soil is 
tested for available N, P and K. 

This usually varies by field, soil type 
and the previous crop planted. Once 
both have been tested, the farmer 
will then calculate the right amount of 
manure to apply to the field.

With the use of manure, livestock 
and crop farmers can reduce or even 
eliminate the need to purchase com-
mercial fertilizers. [Farmers can’t clip 
coupons.]

APPLICATION OF A RESOURCE

EVERYTHING YOU EVER NEEDED [OR WANTED] 
TO KNOW ABOUT MANURE 

However, most commercial fertilizers are imported. In fact, 50 percent of nitrogen (urea) and 85 percent of potash used in 
the U.S. is imported.1

Nature’s fertilizer — manure — is 
readily available and the supply is  
usually located just down the road. 
The nutrient value (N, P and K) of  
manure generated by a 4,400-head 
swine finishing barn can be worth 
more than $47,000 annually.2* 

Manure contains the 13 essential nutrients needed for a plant to grow, most of them from the feed that the animal eats and 
then…well, you know what happens next.

The three main nutrients that make up manure are nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) in the form of phosphate (P2O5) and potassium 
(K) in the form of potash (K2O). These nutrients are also the main components found in commercial fertilizer products.

NATURE’S NUTRIENT

*Manure generation values are industry estimates.  
 Fertilizer prices as of Dec. 23, 2014.

RESPONSIBLE, TRUSTED NEIGHBORS. 
Being "environmentally and regulatory compliant" is just 
a fancy way of saying we're responsible and we care.



On the farm, manure is stored in a safe 
place [so that we don’t lose it!]. Once 
the manure is ready to use and the 
farmer knows how much to apply, the 
manure is incorporated into the soil. This is called knifing [injecting or chiseling] because the equipment cuts into the soil, 
applies the manure and then covers it up. This helps keep the manure where it needs to be — in the fields.

RESPONSIBLE, TRUSTED NEIGHBORS.

NATURE’S CYCLE

1. It’s better for our bottom line. 
Over-application means the  
nutrients will not be absorbed by  
the plants, which is a real waste.

2. It’s better for the environment. 
Over-application can lead to runoff, 
which isn’t good for our soils or our 
water.

3. We’re leaving this land to 
the next generation, so we want 
healthy land today — and tomorrow. 

We apply just the right amount because:

THREE THINGS YOU MIGHT HEAR ABOUT MANURE

It stinks!3

WE AGREE! But here’s what  
we’re doing to help:

• Covering outside storage structures
• Aerating liquid storage structures
• Implementing new feed  
 management strategies
• Avoiding applying manure to fields  
 on weekends & holidays

It might be a bit stinky, but it’s part 
of the ecosystem cycle. 

Manure is washing into streams, 
ponds and lakes, causing algae 
to grow and fish to die.

WE CAN’T AFFORD NOT TO  
INVEST IN OUR LAND AND 
OUR WATER because with healthy 
soil and clean water we are more 
productive. 

We keep our manure where it’s needed 
and away from places it isn’t:4

• 100 ft. from public roads
• 300 ft. from surface waters
• 1,000 ft. from surface intake
• 100 ft. from property lines
• Avoid manure application on:
 - Saturated soils
 - High-sloped fields
 - Frozen or snow-covered ground

THIS IS NOT JUST OUR 
PLACE OF BUSINESS, THIS 
IS OUR COMMUNITY AND 
OUR HOME. We drink the water 
too. And, that’s why we avoid 
applying and storing manure too 
close to our water supply.

When constructing manure  
storage units (as required by  
state and federal regulations) 
farmers build at least:4

Following best management practices allows farmers to handle, store and apply 
manure optimally, reducing nitrogen loss and maximizing the benefits to the soil 
to make more food. And, at the end of the day, that’s what it’s all about. 

It’s seeping into the 
water we drink!

• 300 ft. from drainage inlets
• 1,000 ft. from public water supply
• 100 ft. from on-site water wells
• 300 ft. from off-site water wells



Indiana’s livestock farms are a part of the community fabric, caring 
for the land and animals that feed their families, and yours.

As community leaders and economic contributors, Indiana’s livestock 
farm families are responsible neighbors invested in their heritage, 

their future and the health of the community.

Learn more about Indiana’s livestock farmers at  
www.farmersdeliver.com

Funded with Indiana soybean and corn checkoff dollars.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
Livestock producers who raise more than 300** animals in one facility are required to have a plan for managing manure. 
It’s required by regulation, but it’s also the way producers are investing in their land.

WHO REGULATES WHAT?

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REGULATES THE WHERE

STATE AND FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  
REGULATE THE HOW

**300 or more cattle, 600 or more swine, or 30,000 or more poultry are considered a CFO (Confined Feeding Operation)


