
February 17, 2009

Indiana Legislators
Representative Rich McClain Senator Brandt Hershman 
Indiana House of Representatives Indiana State Senate
200 W. Washington Street 200 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2786 Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785 

Re: JR 0001 – Property Tax Circuit Breaker

Dear Representative McClain and Senator Hershman:

The Carrol County Agriculture Association as a group, and also by the individual members 
whose signatures appear below, are strongly opposed to JR 0001, concerning the proposed Amendment 
to the Indiana Constitution which would place “caps” on property tax levels. 

This proposed Constitutional Amendment is ill-advised and poorly-planned.  The Indiana 
General Assembly is responding to public outcry over property taxes without fully understanding the 
consequences of their actions.  The property tax mess cannot be fixed with a Constitutional Amendment 
when the underlying valuation method is flawed and unequally applied to property owners.  Further, not 
enough time has passed since the recent changes in property tax models to determine whether a “cap” 
will provide any meaningful relief – or, more importantly,  determine which property owners will be 
unfairly burdened.

Additionally, the proposed property tax “caps” unfairly burdens the agriculture industry and 
other small  business owners.  A higher percent “cap” on business property compared to residential 
property is unfair and goes against Indiana's founding fathers' goals of equality for all citizens.  Not only 
does the proposed “cap” unduly burden small business owners with a higher “cap,” residential property 
owners already benefit from the homeowner exemption and mortgage exemption.  The Indiana General 
Assembly seeks to further lower property taxes for residential property owners by placing the burden of 
those property taxes on agriculture and small business owners.

At a time when the Agriculture industry is facing record production costs and increased 
governmental regulation, the additional burden of a “more than fair share” property tax increase on farm 
land and small business property puts further pressure on already-tight (or nonexistent) profit margins.

The  Agribusiness  industry  is  one  of  the  most  tax-efficient  industries  in  the  State  of  
Indiana.   For  every  tax  dollar  that  agribusiness  pays,  it  only  claims  36¢ in  tax  services.   It  is  
important that this vital staple of the Indiana economy not be further burdened with property taxes.
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We, the undersigned members of the Carroll County Agriculture Association, urge you to 
withdraw your support for JR 0001 concerning an Indiana Constitutional Amendment for property tax 
“caps.”

(Signed)
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