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DELPHI, Ind. – There’s a
buzz about Carroll County
spreading across the state.

The Carroll County Agricul-
ture Association has been in
existence for less than a year,
but it already is being used as
an example for other Hoosier
counties interested in forming
a unified agriculture voice.

It all started with the coun-
ty’s pork producers. Over the
years, the group had cooked
countless pork burgers, worked
numerous hours and earned
quite a bit of money all in the
name of helping out local com-
munities across the county.

As time wore on, the time
individual producers could
commit dwindled, but the
needs of the county didn’t.

Paul Marcellino, the then-
Purdue University Cooperative
Extension Service educator for
the Carroll County, said there
had been talks about forming
some kind of agriculture asso-
ciation to unify the voice of
farmers from around the coun-
ty, but even he was surprised
as the Carroll County Agricul-
ture Association came to life.

“We felt the entire agricul-
ture community needed to be
pulled together – the livestock
farmers, grain farmers, organ-
ics and agribusinesses,” he
said.

Over the course of a few
months, there were steering
committee meetings to figure
out just what exactly this
CCAA would do, who would
make it up and what it would
look like.

Eventually, by-laws and a
mission statement were writ-
ten and a board of directors
was elected. Local attorney and
fifth-generation Carroll County
grain farmer Miriam Robeson
joined the CCAA as a legal
advisor and non-voting board
member.

“Farmers had been talking,
and they felt there was a need
for a more public awareness of
agriculture,” Robeson said.

Marcellino said the group
had four basic purposes: to be a
service group, an education
group, a group to promote best
management practices and a
group that wanted to be
involved in county and state
government action to support
the industry.

The mission statement
charges the CCAA with pro-
moting agriculture through
best management practices
and to enhance and sustain the
Carroll County community.

The CCAA’s goals include
promoting Carroll County agri-
culture and developing a better
understanding about modern
agriculture in the community.

Dean Scott, farmer and cur-
rent CCAA board president,
said he felt fortunate the group
had a great turnout of interest-
ed farmers and businessmen
during the first meetings.

“I feel like we have some
pretty highly respected farm-
ers belonging to the organiza-
tion,” he said, adding he feels it
helped boost the credibility of
the association while it is in its
infancy.

Robeson and Marcellino co-
mpiled a handbook for the
CCAA members and govern-
ment officials. She said the
book includes numerous facts
and statistics about Carroll
County agriculture, as well as
proven and verified informa-
tion about modern day agricul-
ture production.

“Today’s agriculture is so far
removed from what most peo-
ple think of,” she said.

The handbook can be used
to present officials with correct,
truthful information about
agriculture when the industry
might be questioned.

“We are good stewards of
the land,” Robeson said. “This
is a business, but it’s about pro-
ducing food, and we care very
much about what we do.

“Everything we put in front
of the public, we try to be sure
is verifiable and true. We don’t
want to risk our own credibility
by putting out bad informa-
tion.”

Robeson said many of the
people who come to county
meetings to oppose a particular
agriculture issue are misin-
formed, and she doesn’t want
the officials to have untrue
information.

“We want to be proactive
and present a place for officials
and the public to go and get
information,” she said. “The
county officials appreciate an
official voice from agriculture
and they appreciate having the
other side of the story with the
facts to back it up.”

By giving rule-makers at
the county and state levels the
information they need to make
the best decisions for everyone,
it allows the results to be based
on science and facts — not
based on emotion.

“If you give them all the
information available, you are
also giving them the confidence
they need to make the right
decisions,” Scott said.

Marcellino said it also is
important for the CCAA to be
transparent. That means pre-
senting all the information,
even if it doesn’t reflect bright-
ly on agriculture.

“We need to be transparent
to gain the trust of the con-
sumers,” he said. “After all, if
we don’t have any consumers,
we don’t have much business.”

The CCAA board of direc-
tors has a wide range of repre-
sentatives, one each from beef,
dairy, swine, corn, soybean and
agribusiness, one at-large seat,
a non-voting student seat and
a non-voting seat for the cur-
rent county extension agent.

Robeson said the seats on
the board will have rolling elec-
tions to prevent an entire new
board from being elected any
given year.

The attorney added she has
been impressed with the board
and their approach to tasks.

“They have really stepped
up and they all really want to
get things done,” she said.

So far, members of the
CCAA have cooked food at var-
ious events to raise money for
the community, such as the

Carroll County Junior Leaders and the Carroll Manor Home. “We can be more effective as a group than several individu-
als,” Robeson said.

The CCAA will eventually
give scholarships to help stu-
dents attain higher education,
too.

Overall, Marcellino, Scott
and Robeson agreed the reac-
tion to the founding of the
CCAA has been positive.

“This is a great way for us to
network the agriculture com-
munity and make them aware
of the issues they are facing as
well,” Robeson said.

Also, the trio encouraged
other counties to pursue form-
ing their own agriculture asso-
ciation. Robeson said she
would be more than willing to
help a county get an associa-
tion started, and she may be
contacted at lawlady1@gmail.
com.

“The Carroll County Agri-
culture Association will be a
501 (c)(6),” Marcellino said.

He also said the CCAA
handbook could be made avail-
able if anyone is interested.
The most up to date informa-
tion about the association –
including contact information
and news — can be found at
www.carrollcountyag.com.
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INDIANAPOLIS – Some
candidates and supporters
expected to hunker down for a
long one on election night. But
it didn’t take long for the
Indiana governor’s race to be
called.

Mitch Daniels had won his
second term as the state’s
leader fairly smoothly. He and
his lieutenant governor, Becky
Skillman, gave their acceptance
speech early in the evening.

“The fact that Mitch Daniels
won as handily as he did shows
voters embrace what he has
done in the last four years,” said
Bob Kraft, Indiana Farm
Bureau state government rela-
tions director. “I think a lot of
voters probably looked at
what’s happened in the state
and didn’t see a reason to
change.”

The Daniels-Skillman ticket
received substantial support in
rural areas of the state, in par-
ticular. Kraft said he believed

that was due to the Daniels
administration’s public support
of agriculture.

“Mitch Daniels and the lieu-
tenant governor have done a lot
for agriculture in the last four
years,” he said. “They have real-

ly elevated the industry in the
public’s eye.”

“We’ve become a part of the
mainstream, as opposed to an
asterisk off to the side,” Kraft
explained.

He said the governor’s ad-
ministration has done a great
job of recognizing agriculture is
a big part of the economy in
Indiana and, in turn, is using
that to the state’s advantage.

In the new term of state gov-
ernment, will Mitch Daniels
still be agriculture’s man? Kraft
said he has no reason to believe
anything different.

“There may be other things
that will demand his attention
— but, as he pointed out,
Indiana is not in the situation
as many other states,” Kraft
said. “But we can’t assume we
are the only issue on his plate,
either.”

He offered suggestions of
other industries, such as
biotechnology, that also have
thrived and expanded under
Daniels’ first term.

Kraft said it will be interest-
ing to see who stays on Daniels’
team at the statehouse and
who decided to move onto dif-
ferent opportunities.

“It is not unusual, after an
election, for there to be signifi-
cant changes in administra-
tion,” he said.

“A significant number of his
department heads and senior
administrators have had pro-
ductive careers outside of gov-
ernment.”

Daniels can attract those
high-caliber people to help him
lead the state, but Kraft said
some may be ready to move on,
and the governor will need to
fill those vacancies.

The General Assembly also
will have some new faces in it,
and a few of agriculture’s sup-
porters will not be returning for
the next session.

“There will be a numbers of
members of the General
Assembly who were not there
after 2006 or moved over (to the
other chamber),” Kraft said.

He said there will be 32
players that either switch
chambers or are completely
new to the General Assembly.

Some of agriculture’s friends
— such as Sen. Bob Jackman,
R-Milroy, and Sen. Tom Weath-
erwax, R-Logansport — retired.
Kraft said he is confident the
new people will have agricul-
ture backgrounds just as they
did.

“I am also expecting a
shakeup in committee assign-
ments,” he said. “There still will
be a core of pretty strong advo-
cates in each of the four caucus-
es.”

As far as issues for the Gen-
eral Assembly to sort through,
Kraft said property taxes still
will be a big-ticket item for In-
diana Farm Bureau, farmers
and landowners.

“We (at IFB) are still very
concerned about the proposal of
amendments to the constitu-
tion (for property tax caps),” he
said.

Kraft said IFB feels it is

irresponsible to lock those into
the constitution before they can
fully know what the conse-
quences could be.

“It is healthy that not one
party will control the General
Assembly or the governor’s
office,” he said.

Also, the upcoming assem-
bly is a budget session, and
anytime there’s a budget ses-
sion there are issues that deal
with agriculture.

Kraft said IFB also will be
watching any annexation legis-
lation very closely to “retain the
voice of rural residents after
local restricting.”

All in all, Kraft said he feels
the entire election process ran
rather smoothly and, he offered
his congratulation not only to
the winners, but the losers, too.

“As a public policy organiza-
tion, we appreciate everyone
who stepped forward to run for
any office,” he said. “We appre-
ciate the service provided by all
those who run for office – both
state and local.”

© 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

COMBINES

New ‘08 2577  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IN STOCK

2001 CIH 2388, 4WD, AFX, Rotor, Chopper, Duals, RT, 

1750/1371 hrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .COMING IN

NEW & USED TRACTORS

New ‘08 CIH MX275 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IN STOCK!

2007 Cub Cadet 5234D, 54” belly mower, low, low hrs., 3pt & 

PTO, PS, hydro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500

CORN HEADS & GRAIN HEADS
1998 CIH 1020 25’ Grain Head, 3” cut, clean head . . . . $10,900
1996 Case IH 1020 25’ Grain Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,500
1994 Case IH 1020 30’ Grain Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
1994 CIH 1020 Grain Head, 20’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
IH 820 20’ Grain Head  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
1995 Case IH 1083 Corn Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,000
(2) 1983 Case IH 944 Corn Heads . . . . . . . . . . . . . From $1,500
1992 Case IH 1083 Corn Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,000

USED EQUIPMENT
Wil-Rich Sprayer, 42 1/2” Boom, 3 Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500
JD RG Row Crop Cult., 6-30” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300
Case IH 800 Planter, 6-Row Wide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
IH 800 Planter, HR Fold, 32-15” Row . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
IH 133 8-RN Row-Crop Cultivator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $750
IH 133 8-Row Wide Folding Cult. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$750
J.D. Model 95 Blade, 9 ft.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$950
AC Rotary Cutter, 13’ 8”  Trailing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,900
Kongskilde Field Cult., 28 1/2, rolling baskets . . . . . . . . . $2,250

2007 Case IH 2588, 211/156 Hrs., Very 
Sharp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $191,000
REDUCED TO $189,000!

King Bros. Inc.King Bros. Inc.King Bros. Inc.King Bros. Inc. (217) 268-4951
250 W. SPRINGFIELD RD. • ARCOLA, IL B
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1994 CIH 1666, 2804 hrs, Rock Trap, 
Chopper, Spreader, Yield Monitor. $41,900

1992 Case IH 1680, Specialty
Rotor & Chopper. . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,900

2001 CIH 2388, 4WD, AFX, chopper, 
18.4R38 duals, RT, 1750, 1371 hrs.

PROVEN RELIABILITY

FULL-SEASON STANDABILITY

INNOVATIVE TRAITS

YIELD BENEFITS

QUALITY ASSURANCE

PROFITABILITY

INTEGRITY

®

At LG Seeds we’ve made substantial

investments in hybrid research, quality

assurance and people to ensure there’s

more in it...so you get more out of it.

IT starts first with the seed.

www.lgseeds.com
800.752.6847

What’s in IT for you…

Always follow grain marketing and IRM requirements and pesticide label directions.
Details of these requirements can be found in the Trait Stewardship Responsibilities
Notice to Farmers printed in this publication. B.t. products are not yet registered in all
states. Check with your seed representative for the registration status in your state. LG
and design are registered trademarks of SCA Limagrain. YieldGard®, YieldGard VT® and
design and YieldGard VT Triple® and design are trademarks of Monsanto Technology
LLC. ©2008 Monsanto Company.
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IMPORTANT: The following  
information is current as of August 
2008: YieldGard Plus and  
YieldGard Rootworm with  
Roundup Ready Corn 2 are  
grandfathered for import and use 
in processed feed in the E.U.  
YieldGard Plus with Roundup 
Ready Corn 2, YieldGard VT 
Rootworm/RR2 and YieldGard VT 
Triple are neither approved nor 
grandfathered, and there is zero 
tolerance for these traits in pro-
cessed feed imported in the E.U. 
Growers of all products bearing the 
Market Choices mark must talk to 
their grain handler to confirm the 
handler's buying position for grain 
from these products. It is a  
violation of national and  
international law to move  
material containing biotech traits 
across boundaries into nations 
where import is not permitted.

Bt products may not yet be  
registered in all states. Check with 
your Monsanto representative for 
the registration status in your state. 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW 
PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. 
Roundup Ready® crops contain 
genes that confer tolerance to 
glyphosate, the active ingredient in 
Roundup® agricultural herbicides. 
Roundup® agricultural herbicides 
will kill crops that are not tolerant 
to glyphosate. Roundup®,  
Roundup Ready®, YieldGard VT® 
and Design, and YieldGard VT 
Triple® are registered trademarks 
of Monsanto Technology LLC. All 
other trademarks are the property  
of their respective owners.  
© 2008 Monsanto Company. 
(33740-9-IL&IN-10/08)

 

®

Grain harvested from 
products that bear this mark 
is fully approved for food 
and feed use in the United 
States and Japan, but is not 
approved in the European 

Union. You must find a market for this crop 
that will not ship this grain or its processed 
products to Europe. Appropriate markets for 
this grain include: domestic feed use or grain 
handlers that specifically agree to accept this 
grain and handle it appropriately. For more 
information on your grain market options, 
go to the American Seed Trade Association’s 
website at www.amseed.org or call your 
seed supplier.

MARKET CHOICES is a registered certification 
mark used under license from ASTA.

Know Before You GrowSM, 
an information service provided by National 
Corn Growers Association at www.ncga.com. 

Growers should refer to Monsanto’s Technology 
Use Guide for information on crop stewardship 
regarding the potential movement of pollen to 
neighboring crops. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW 
PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. For more information 
call 1-866-SELLCORN. Know Before You GrowSM is a 
service mark of National Corn Growers Association. 
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Agriculture now part of political mainstream

Carroll County ag association presents unified voice

Bob Kraft


